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SUBJECT: NEW DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL OF BELGIAN FOREIGN OFFICE 

1 . CLAUDE RUELLE, BELGIAN AMBASSADOR TO BURUNDI SINCE 1973, 

LEFT BUJUMBURA FEB 24 TO ASSUME POST AS DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL 
OF BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY. RUELLE, WHO IS DIVORCED WITH GROWN 
CHILDREN, HAS HAD PREVIOUS SERVICE IN THE BELGIAN CONGO, ZAIRE, 

AND SEVERAL LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES. BEFORE COMING TO BURUNDI, 

HE WAS FOR ABOUT FIVE YEARS AT THE BELGIAN EMBASSY IN BONN, 
APPARENTLY AS COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR. BESIDES FRENCH, RUELLE 
SPEAKS PASSABLE SPANISH AND GERMAN, AND A MODICUM OF ENGLISH. 

HIS FLEMISH IS USABLE, BUT LEAVES MUCH TO BE DESIRED IN NORMAL 
CONVERSATION, AND HE PLANS INTENSIVE MORNING COURSES AT THE 
MINISTRY. HE IS A MODERATE ON THE LINGUISTIC PROBLEM. WHO ACCEPTS 
THE NEED FOR ALL BELGIAN DIPLOMATS TO BE APPROXIMATELY BILINGUAL. 

2. RUELLE IS CONSERVATIVE IN HIS POLITICS, PROBABLY LEANING TO 
THE LIBERAL PARTY, SINCE HE DOES NOT SEEM TO BE MUCH OF A 
PRACTICING CATHOLIC. HE IS BASICALLY DISTRUSTFUL OF THE USSR, 

CHINA, AND ALL OTHER COMMUNIST STATES, ALTHOUGH HE MAINTAINS 
SUPERFICIALLY GOOD RELATIONS WITH THEIR ENVOYS. WHILE NOT AT 
ALL OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE DEVELOPMENT PROSPECTS OF MOST AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES (AND MANY OTHER LDC'S), HE BELIEVES IT IMPORTANT FOR 
THE WEST TO MAINTAIN CLOSE CONTACTS WITH THEM, TO GIVE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BUJUMB 00178 240744Z 

CONSIDERABLE AID, AND TO SHOW GENERAL SYMPATHY FOR THEIR ASPIRATIONS. 
HE EXUDES STRONG FEELINGS OF SOLIDARITY WITH EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
COUNTRIES AND THE U.S. AND IS A FIRM BELIEVER IN NATO. HE HAS 
HAD RELATIVELY LITTLE PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE, HOWEVER, IN 
INTRA-EUROPEAN POLITICAL DYNAMICS AND POLITICAL-MILITARY ACTI- 
VITY. THUS, WHILE HIS OUTLOOK AND INSTINCTS ARE ALL HIGHLY 
COMPATIBLE WITH U.S. INTERESTS, HE WILL PROBABLY HAVE TO USE HIS 
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FIRST MONTHS TO GAIN SOPHISTICATION IN MANY COMPLEX ISSUES. 

3. AMBASSADOR RUELLE IS A POLISHED DIPLOMAT IN THE PERSONAL 
AND SOCIAL SENSE, OSTENSIBLY FRIENDLY AND OUTGOING. NONETHELESS, 
HE JEALOUSLY GUARDS HIS PRIVATE LIFE AND FREE TIME, AND TRIES TO 
LIMIT HIS FORMAL ENTERTAINMENT COMMITMENTS. HE MUCH PREFERS 
LUNCHEON TO DINNER ENGAGEMENTS, HIS AGE (MID-FIFTIES) AND OVER- 
WEIGHT HAVE LED TO SOME PHYSICAL PROBLEMS (OCCASIONAL GOUT, 
MUSCLE DEBILITIES IN BACK AND LEGS, AND PERHAPS DIGESTIVE ILLS), 

BUT HE ENJOYS WATER SKI AND MOUNTAIN SKI EXCURSIONS TO VARY 
HIS OTHERWISE FAIRLY SEDENTARY LIFE. HE WILL BE VERY 
PLEASE TO HAVE CLOSE RELATIONS WITH AMERICAN OFFICIALS. 

MARK 
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